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The Greeting  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

God has gone up with a shout. 
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.  
 

Informal words of welcome are said. 
 

Opening Hymn 
 

Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia! 
to his throne above the skies; Alleluia! 
Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, Alleluia! 
enters now the highest heaven! Alleluia! 
 

There for him high triumph waits; Alleluia! 
lift your heads, eternal gates! Alleluia! 
he hath conquered death and sin; Alleluia! 
take the King of glory in! Alleluia! 
 

Lo! the heaven its Lord receives, Alleluia! 
yet he loves the earth he leaves; Alleluia! 
though returning to his throne, Alleluia! 
still he calls mankind his own. Alleluia! 
 

See! he lifts his hands above; Alleluia! 
See! he shows the prints of love: Alleluia! 
Hark! his gracious lips bestow, Alleluia! 
blessings on his Church below. Alleluia! 
 

Still for us he intercedes, Alleluia! 
his prevailing death he pleads, Alleluia! 
near himself prepares our place, Alleluia! 
he the first fruits of our race. Alleluia! 
 

Lord, though parted from our sight, Alleluia! 
far above the starry height, Alleluia! 
grant our hearts may thither rise, Alleluia! 
seeking thee above the skies. Alleluia!  
 

The Prayers of Penitence 
 

Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

Silence is kept  
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Notices  
  
The Blessing 
  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
         
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for virtual coffee via Zoom. 
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The Peace 
 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father’. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
Anthem: ‘Above all Praise & Majesty’ F. Mendelssohn  
(sung by members of St Mary’s choir) 
 
Spiritual Communion  
 

Loving Lord, we know that your risen presence is with us wherever we 
are. Since we cannot at this moment receive you in the bread and wine 
of the Eucharist, we ask you to open our eyes to your presence, and help 
us to know the  presence of your Spirit, the Advocate in the week ahead. 
May we know that though we are for a time separated from one another, 
we can never be separated from you.  
Amen 
 
A time of silence follows as we open our hearts to God. 
 

 
Prayer 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
We pray together 
 

Almighty God, 
your ascended Son has sent us into the world 
to preach the good news of your kingdom: 
inspire us with your Spirit 
and fill our hearts with the fire of your love, 
that all who hear of your love 
may be drawn to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Absolution 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
 

Risen, ascended Lord, as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin may find forgiveness  
and know your peace, to the glory of God the Father.  
Amen 
 
First Reading:   Acts 1:6-14 
 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you 
to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own  
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and  
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they 
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven,  
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of  
Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.’ Then they returned to Jerusalem from the 
mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey 
away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew,  
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Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, 
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were  
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 68:1-10 (sung by members of St Mary’s choir) 
 
Second Reading:  1 Peter 4.12–14; 5.6–11  
 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place 
among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to 
you. But rejoice in so far as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that 
you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you 
are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of 
glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 
time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline 
yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls 
around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your 
faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters throughout the world 
are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered 
for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish 
you. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Acclamation  (Celtic Alleluia) 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.   
Jesus we praise you as Lord 
All of the earth gives you worship 
For your glory fills the heavens, fills the earth 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 
Gospel Reading  John 17:1-11 
  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, 
‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal 
life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may 
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know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I 
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in 
your presence before the world existed. ‘I have made your name known 
to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to 
me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am  
asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on  
behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I 
am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so 
that they may be one, as we are one. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 

After the sermon a short period of silent reflection is kept. 
 
Prayers of Intercession (Matt Pass) 
 

The prayers conclude with 
 

Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,   
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (we sit or kneel) 
 

As our risen Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.    
Amen 


