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Prayers after Communion 
 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the course of this world may be so 
peaceably ordered by your governance, that your Church may joyfully 
serve you in all godly quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We pray together 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,  
that when we were still far off  
you met us in your Son and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love,   
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  
May we who share Christ's body, live his risen life;  
we who drink his cup, bring life to others;  
we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,  
so we and all your children shall be free,  
and the whole earth live to praise your name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Notices  
  
The Blessing 
  

The love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself, 
the power of the Lord Jesus 
strengthen you in his service, 
the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
         

Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  
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The Greeting  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 
 

Informal words of welcome are said. 
 

Opening Hymn 
 

God is Love: let heav’n adore him; 
God is Love: let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before him, 
and exalt him with one voice. 
He who laid the earth’s foundation, 
he who spread the heav’ns above, 
he who breathes through all creation, 
he is Love, eternal Love. 
 

God is Love: and he enfoldeth 
all the world in one embrace; 
with unfailing grasp he holdeth 
every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking 
under sorrow’s iron rod, 
then they find that selfsame aching 
deep within the heart of God. 
 

God is Love: and though with blindness 
sin afflicts the souls of all, 
God’s eternal loving-kindness 
holds and guides us when we fall. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
o’er us final triumph gain; 
God is Love, so Love for ever 
o’er the universe must reign.  
 
The Prayers of Penitence 
 

We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 
to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 
 

Silence is kept  
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour  
in thought and word and deed,  
through negligence, through weakness,  
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by whom, with whom, and in whom,  
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,  
we worship you, Father almighty,  
in songs of everlasting praise: 

 

Blessing and honour and glory and power  
be yours forever and ever. Amen.    
 
The Lord’s Prayer (we sit or kneel) 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,   
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.   Amen 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Agnus Dei (said) 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace.  
 
The Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

During Communion  
 

Almighty and Everlasting God by Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)  
is sung by the Choir  
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.  
As a mother tenderly gathers her children,  
you embraced a people as your own.  
When they turned away and rebelled your love remained steadfast.  

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary,  
to be the living bread, in whom all our hungers are satisfied.  
He offered his life for sinners, and with a love stronger than death  
he opened wide his arms on the cross. 

On the night before he died, he came to supper with his friends  
and taking bread, he gave you thanks.  
He broke it and gave it to them, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,  
he gave you thanks, and said:  
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 

Father, we plead with confidence  
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross;  
we remember his dying and rising in glory,  
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit  
as we bring before you these gifts of your creation;  
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.  

 

As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 
form us in the likeness of Christ,  
and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
Bring us at the last with all the saints  
to the vision of that eternal splendour  
for which you have created us;  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord,  
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through our own deliberate fault.   
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past;  
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
  
Absolution 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Collect 
 

Almighty God, send down upon your Church the riches of your Spirit, 
and kindle in all who minister the gospel your countless gifts of grace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Old Testament Reading:   Isaiah 55.10–13 
 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return 
there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that 
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall  
accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I 
sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the  
mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees 
of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the 
cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to 
the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 65  (sung by members of St Mary’s choir) 
 
New Testament Reading:  Romans 8:1-11 
 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ  
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free 
from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law,  
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the  
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who 
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live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the 
flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord  

 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 
sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and 
sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them 
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And 
as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 
them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of 
soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no 
root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought 
forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with 
ears listen!”  “Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears 
the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes 
and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on 
the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person 
has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or  
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls 
away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 
word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, 
and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the 
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

The prayers conclude with 
 

Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,   
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ. 
In the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 
And builds up our common life. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,  
the glory, the splendour and the majesty;  
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you,  
and of your own do we give you. 
  

Eucharistic Prayer G 
 

The Lord be with you          
And also with you 
 

Lift up your hearts.             
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise  

 

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation;  
to you be glory and praise for ever.  

From the beginning you have created all things  
and all your works echo the silent music of your praise.  
In the fullness of time you made us in your image,  
the crown of all creation.  
You give us breath and speech,  
that with angels and archangels and all the powers of heaven  
we may find a voice to sing your praise: 

 


