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11 October 2020 at 10am  
 
 
Welcome 
 

A churchwarden welcomes us 
 

Opening Hymn 
 

Jerusalem the golden, 
With milk and honey blest, 
Beneath thy contemplation 
Sink heart and voice opprest. 
I know not, O I know not, 
What joys await us there, 
What radiancy of glory, 
What bliss beyond compare. 
 

They stand, those halls of Sion, 
Conjubilant with song, 
And bright with many an angel, 
And all the martyr throng; 
The Prince is ever with them, 
The daylight is serene, 
The pastures of the blessed 
Are decked in glorious sheen. 
 

There is the throne of David, 
And there, from care released, 
The shout of them that triumph, 
The song of them that feast; 
And they who, with their leader, 
Have conquered in the fight, 
For ever and for ever 
Are clad in robes of white. 
 

O sweet and blessed country, 
the home of God’s elect 
O sweet and blessed country, 
That eager hearts expect 
Jesu in mercy bring us 
To that dear land of rest 
Who art with God the Father 
And Spirit ever blest  
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The Greeting  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 

Informal words of welcome are said. 
 

The Prayers of Penitence 
 

We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 
to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 
 

Silence is kept  
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour  
in thought and word and deed,  
through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault.   
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past;  
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
  
Absolution 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 

God, our judge and saviour, teach us to be open to your truth and to trust 
in your love, that we may live each day with confidence in the salvation 
which is given through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Old Testament Reading:   Isaiah 25. 1 – 9 
 

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you 
have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of 
aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples 
will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. For you have been 
a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from 
the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless 
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was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, 
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless 
was stilled. On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a 
feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, of rich food filled with 
marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this 
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread 
over all nations; he will swallow up death for ever. Then the Lord God will 
wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will 
take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on 
that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might 
save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and 
rejoice in his salvation. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  

Psalm 23 (sung by members of St Mary’s choir) 
 

New Testament Reading:  Philippians 4.1–9 
 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. I urge Euodia and I 
urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you 
also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled 
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest 
of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the 
Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in  
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all  
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if 
there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with 
you. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 22.1–14 

 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew 
 

Glory to you, O Lord  
 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his 
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son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the  
wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, 
saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my  
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and every-
thing is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it 
and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest 
seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king was  
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned 
their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite 
everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into 
the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. ‘But when the king came in to see the 
guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding 
robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a  
wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to the  
attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer  
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many 
are called, but few are chosen.’ 
 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  ( Sister Margaret Anne) 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

The prayers conclude with 
 

Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,   
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ. 
In the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace  
And builds up our common life. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,  
the glory, the splendour and the majesty;  
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for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
 

All things come from you,  
and of your own do we give you. 
  
Eucharistic Prayer G 
 

The Lord be with you          
And also with you 
 

Lift up your hearts.             
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise  

 

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation;  
to you be glory and praise for ever.  

From the beginning you have created all things  
and all your works echo the silent music of your praise.  
In the fullness of time you made us in your image,  
the crown of all creation.  
You give us breath and speech,  
that with angels and archangels and all the powers of heaven  
we may find a voice to sing your praise: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.  
As a mother tenderly gathers her children,  
you embraced a people as your own.  
When they turned away and rebelled your love remained steadfast.  

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary,  
to be the living bread, in whom all our hungers are satisfied.  
He offered his life for sinners, and with a love stronger than death  
he opened wide his arms on the cross. 

 

On the night before he died, he came to supper with his friends  
and taking bread, he gave you thanks.  
He broke it and gave it to them, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
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At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,  
he gave you thanks, and said:  
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 

Father, we plead with confidence  
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross;  
we remember his dying and rising in glory,  
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit  
as we bring before you these gifts of your creation;  
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.  

 

As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 
form us in the likeness of Christ,  
and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
Bring us at the last with all the saints  
to the vision of that eternal splendour for which you have created us;  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, by whom, with whom, and in whom,  
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,  
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

 

Blessing and honour and glory and power  
be yours forever and ever. Amen.    
 
The Lord’s Prayer (we sit or kneel) 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,   
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.   Amen 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
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Agnus Dei (said) 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace.  
 
The Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
During Communion  
 

Anthem  (sung by the choir)  
“Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake” Richard Farrant (c 1530 -1581)  
 
Prayers after Communion 
 

We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this sacred feast: for here we  
receive you, here the memory of your passion is renewed, here our 
minds are filled with grace, and here a pledge of future glory is given, 
when we shall feast at that table where you reign with all your saints for 
ever. Amen 
 

We pray together 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,  
that when we were still far off  
you met us in your Son and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love,   
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  
May we who share Christ's body, live his risen life;  
we who drink his cup, bring life to others;  
we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,  
so we and all your children shall be free,  
and the whole earth live to praise your name;  
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 
Notices  
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Closing hymn (sung by the choir) 
 

Father, hear the prayer we offer: 
not for ease that prayer shall be, 
but for strength, that we may ever 
live our lives courageously. 
 

Not for ever in green pastures 
do we ask our way to be ; 
but the steep and rugged pathway 
may we tread rejoicingly. 
 

Not forever by still waters 
would we idly rest and stay; 
but would smite the living fountains 
from the rocks along our way. 
 

Be our strength in hours of weakness, 
in our wanderings be our Guide; 
through endeavour, failure, danger, 
Father, be thou at our side.   
 
The Blessing   

The Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you 
and give you his peace; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Dismissal          

Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  
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