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Welcome 
 

A churchwarden welcomes us 
 

Opening Hymn  
 

How shall I sing that majesty 
which angels do admire? 
Let dust in dust and silence lie; 
sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 
Thousands of thousands stand around 
thy throne, O God most high; 
ten thousand times ten thousand sound 
thy praise; but who am I? 
 

Thy brightness unto them appears, 
whilst I thy footsteps trace; 
a sound of God comes to my ears, 
but they behold thy face. 
They sing, because thou art their Sun; 
Lord, send a beam on me; 
for where heaven is but once begun 
there alleluias be. 
 

Enlighten with faith's light my heart, 
inflame it with love's fire; 
then shall I sing and bear a part 
with that celestial choir. 
I shall, I fear, be dark and cold, 
with all my fire and light; 
yet when thou dost accept their gold, 
Lord, treasure up my mite. 
 

How great a being, Lord, is thine, 
which doth all beings keep! 
Thy knowledge is the only line 
to sound so vast a deep. 
Thou art a sea without a shore, 
a sun without a sphere; 
thy time is now and evermore, 
thy place is everywhere. 
 
The Greeting  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
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The Prayers of Penitence 
 

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart God 
will not despise. Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour  
in thought and word and deed,  
through negligence,  
through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault.   
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past;  
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.   
Amen. 
 

The Kyries (sung by the choir) 
 

Lord Have Mercy , Lord Have Mercy  
Christ Have Mercy ,Christ Have Mercy  
Lord Have Mercy , Lord Have Mercy  
 
 

Absolution 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
 

Eternal God, give us insight to discern your will for us, to give up what 
harms us, and to seek the perfection we are promised in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
 
Old Testament Reading:  Exodus 20:1-17 
 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have 
no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol,  
whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow 
down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous 
God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 
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fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to 
the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my  
commandments. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of 
the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his 
name. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you 
shall labour and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to 
the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident 
in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore 
the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. Honour your  
father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not 
commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbour. You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you 
shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or 
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 19  
 
New Testament Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 

 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perish-
ing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the  
discerning I will thwart.’ Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world?  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength.  
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Reading  John 2:13-22 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord  
 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In 
the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the 
money-changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove 
all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 
poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their  
tables. He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out 
of here! Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples 
remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume 
me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing 
this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under  
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ But 
he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed 
the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon   

 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

 

The Peace 
 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has given us access to his grace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

With this bread that we bring 
We shall remember Jesus. 
 

With this wine that we bring 
We shall remember Jesus. 
 

Bread for his body, wine for his blood, 
gifts from God to his table we bring. 
We shall remember Jesus. 
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Eucharistic Prayer E   

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father,  
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For in these forty days  
you lead us into the desert of repentance 
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
we may grow in grace and learn to be your people once again. 
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 
you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word 
you open our eyes to your presence in the world 
and free our hands to welcome others 
into the radiant splendour of your love. 
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast  
with joyful hearts and minds 
we bless you for your mercy 
and join with saints and angels for ever praising you and singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of hosts, God of hosts 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he, blessed is he  
Who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,  
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.   
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  
 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with Mary, the Mother of our Lord,  
and all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  all honour and glory are yours,  
O loving Father, for ever and ever.  
Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (we sit or kneel) 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.    
Amen 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Agnus Dei (sung by the choir) 
 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace.  
 
The Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
During Communion  
 

Anthem    O Saviour of the world - Somervell  
 
Prayers after Communion 
 

Merciful Lord, grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of the 
world, the flesh and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow 
you, the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

We pray together 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,  
that when we were still far off  
you met us in your Son and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love,   
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  
May we who share Christ's body, live his risen life;  
we who drink his cup, bring life to others;  
we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,  
so we and all your children shall be free,  
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and the whole earth live to praise your name;  
through Christ our Lord.   
Amen.  
 
 
 

Notices  
 
Closing hymn  
 

God of freedom, God of justice, 
God whose love is strong as death, 
God who saw the dark of prison, 
God who knew the price of faith: 
touch our world of sad oppression 
with your Spirit’s healing breath. 

Rid the earth of torture’s terror, 
God whose hands were nailed to wood; 
hear the cries of pain and protest, 
God who shed the tears and blood; 
move in us the power of pity, 
restless for the common good. 

Make in us a captive conscience 
quick to hear, to act, to plead; 
make us truly sisters, brothers, 
of whatever race or creed: 
teach us to be fully human, 
open to each other’s need. 
 

The Blessing 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the  Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 

Dismissal          

Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
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